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GOD WELCOMES US
This marks the official commencement of the service as God welcomes us to Worship Him. There are several options for wording:
· One option
God welcomes us here today. In the name of the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.
· Another option (spoken responsively)
In the name of the Father: Who sent us Jesus.
In the name of the Son: Who died for us.
And in the name of the Holy Spirit: 
Who helps us to live as God’s children. Amen.
· Or see the invocation options in the Bible Story Resources.
CANDLES ARE LIT
Wording to use:
Leader/student: ‘The candles are lit to remind us that Jesus is the light of the world and that the Holy Spirit is among us in this time of Worship’
We encourage you to light the candles before the Worship service begins or for those classes with older students you may organise for them to come forward and light them.
THEME HOOK
Consider creative ways that you could reveal and explore this week’s theme/story. You may like to plan a skit, film a video of your students, show a YouTube video, or find another engaging way to explore your theme/story. Feel free to be creative!
BIBLE READINGS
Wording to use:
Leader/student: God speaks to us through His Word – the Bible.
There are many different ways you can share Bible stories/verses that connect with the readings. Some suggestions include:
• Students reading directly from the Bible
• A dramatic reading with students reading different parts of the text
• A media presentation (e.g. video, Brick Testament photos, Lost Sheep series book)
• Acting out a Bible story (drama)
• A video (e.g. from the Jesus Story Book Bible collection)
SONG
Wording to use:
Leader/student: We sing to God
Suggestions:
• Aim for two songs per worship.
• Not every song needs to have actions. Feel free to include ‘singing only’ songs, with lyrics on the screen, but no students leading the school with actions.
• If you do choose to have actions for songs, don’t feel compelled to have all of your students on stage leading every song. Some options to consider:
· Ask a small group from your class to lead the actions.
· Ask a class who has already created actions for the song in a previous Worship to lead.
· A liturgical dance could take place of a song.
• Please provide clear instructions for students to stand or remain seated during songs. E.g. ‘Please all stand as we sing our next song...’.
PRAYER
Wording to use:
Leader/student: God listens to us as we pray.
When preparing the prayers, you can choose what to pray for. Please keep in mind the following:
• Global issues – asking and thanksgiving
• School issues – asking and thanksgiving
• Connections to the main message that you are sharing 
• You may choose to include the Lord’s Prayer after the general prayers
BLESSING
The school pastor or chaplain could lead the blessing:
Leader/student: God blesses us as we go.
Insert a blessing from the Bible Story Resources, write one or use the Aaronic Blessing:
The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; The Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace. Amen.
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