[image: ]
WORSHIP at REDEEMER 2023

Worship at Redeemer
Worship is an integral part of Redeemer’s identity and purpose, just as it is in Lutheran schools right across Australia. It is for this reason that Worship is considered an important and regular activity in the life of our school. The aim of this document is to provide clarity around the worship life of Redeemer, including the role of teachers, the yearly theme and its implications for weekly worship.
What is Christian Worship?
Worship begins with God’s actions towards his people. In worship God comes to His people and serves them by what He says to them (the Word) and by what He does (in the sacraments). The focus of Christian worship is the Lord Jesus Christ, because it is through Jesus that God most clearly shows himself as the God who loves us, accepts us, forgives us and cares for us. 
The second aspect of Christian worship is our response to God’s words and actions. We recognise and acknowledge that God serves us, and we show by our words and actions that we believe that God is worthy of praise, honour, loving obedience and willing service.’ (CSCF p 29)
Worship in a Lutheran School
Worship is the most obvious identification of Redeemer being authentically ‘Lutheran’. It is an important expression of who we are and what we believe. Most importantly, it is an avenue for the Holy Spirit to work through the word of God to enlighten, sanctify and challenge the learning and believing community (Malcolm Bartsch 2013 p 244).

Due to its significance and importance, Redeemer sets aside special times to worship through: 
· Daily staff devotions, staff prayer, Bible study, staff retreats, staff worship 
· Classroom worship - class devotions, class saying grace prior to lunch, blessing at the end of the day etc. 
· Whole school worship and worship with other Lutheran schools and congregations






Preparing worship activities in the Lutheran school
[image: ]In preparing worship activities in a Lutheran school, staff and students need to keep the focus clearly on the central gospel message of the Bible. While the worship planned needs to be relevant to our context, it cannot simply present moralistic messages or ‘feel good’ experiences. The law and gospel message of the Bible, which convicts, comforts and challenges in the name of Christ, is to be central.

At Redeemer we continue to take into consideration the students and families in our community that have no connection to the Christian church other than our community. Redeemer Worship is our opportunity to continue to witness significantly to these members of our school family.

When preparing for worship activities, it is also important to keep in mind the nature of school worship in comparison to worship within a congregation. In addition to the fact that attendance at school worship is compulsory (compared to voluntary in a congregation), we cannot presume our students:
· Have faith
· Are baptised
· Are involved in congregational worship practices
· Have strong biblical literacy
The context in which our school meets for worship means that certain elements are appropriate, and others are not. Due to the compulsory nature of school worship, care must be taken not to put people in situations where a conflict of conscience arises. Such conflicts can exist when a person is expected to make a confession or response which does not reflect their faith. Appropriate elements for school worship may include the following:
	Appropriate Elements for School Worship
	Students can be invited to be involved in the following elements but students cannot be compelled to participate as a conflict of conscience may arise.

	· Bible reading and telling Bible stories 
· Relevant Gospel message based on the biblical narrative 
· Prayers of request and thanks - for students, school and the world 
· Blessing 
· Singing and dancing - in a context of optional involvement 
· Group silence for meditation and contemplation
· Appropriate ritual acts (e.g. candles, signing of the cross for blessing etc.)
	· Confession of sins 
· Confession of faith 
· Responsive prayers 
· Calls for commitment 
· Celebration of Holy Communion



Taken from the LCA’s statement on School Worship
Whole School Worship 

Whole school worship occurs on Fridays at 8.40am in the [name of worship space]. Each week a class or Village will be responsible for leading the school in Worship. 

[bookmark: _Hlk93755537]In 2023, our whole school worship theme is based on the classic board game, ‘Guess who?’ 
Each week, we will find out more about a biblical character and consider what we can learn from God through them or see how their life points to Jesus. 

When preparing worship, consider sharing: 
· Key facts about this biblical character (e.g. Old or New Testament? Male or female? What are they famous for? What are their flaws?)
· What we can learn about God through this character
· How this character’s life points to Jesus

In exploring different biblical characters, it’s important to note that just because someone features in the Bible, it does not mean that their life offers a great example to us! (There is a reason why this year’s worship theme is not titled, ‘Bible heroes’ or ‘Role models in the Bible’!) In fact, many key Bible characters have significant flaws that the biblical authors are at pains to point out to us. However, despite their flaws, God chooses to work in and through biblical characters to share the story of His love in the world. Many times, the very flaws that these characters exhibit point to our world’s desperate need for a Saviour. They point to Jesus. 

As we explore this theme throughout 2023, feel free to explore these flaws with your students both during class devotions and when leading worship. When we see that God chose to work through flawed people in the Bible, we can be encouraged that He can work through flawed people like you and me! 












How often will classes/Villages lead worship? 

Explorers
· Lead 1 worship as a whole Village

Discoverers
· Lead 1 Bible presentation worship
· Lead actions for 1 ‘Praise Party’ worship 
· Lead 1 other worship 

Connectors:
· Lead 1 worship as a whole Village
· Lead actions for one ‘Praise Party’ worship
· Each class will lead worship once individually

Creators:
· Lead 1 worship as a whole Village
· Lead actions for one ‘Praise Party’ worship
· Each class will lead worship once individually

Innovators:
· Lead 1 graduation worship (just Year 6 students)
· Lead actions for one ‘Praise Party’ worship 
· Each class will lead worship once individually

Village Worships
Once per term, worships will occur within Villages rather than as a whole school community. A simple PowerPoint presentation will be provided for each Village Worship, providing things such as a simple invocation and blessing, Bible reading, video and prayer. Village Worships will be facilitated by Convenors (with support from other teachers and students within the Village).

Praise Party Worships
Praise Party worships will occur once per term and will feature a simplified format with a key focus on praising God through singing and dancing. Think of a Praise Party worship as being similar to our health hustle at the start of Sports Day – short, sharp, high energy, with lots of movement, but with a specific focus on worshipping God. Praise Party worships will be led by Villages, who will select three of their favourite worship songs to lead. A ‘Praise Party Worship Template’ PowerPoint is available in S-drive > Worship > Resources for you to use

Pastor-Led Worships
Once per term, worship will be led by a Pastor from one of our supporting congregations. 
Helpful Resources
Below are a few suggested resources that may be useful in your worship planning:
A ‘Power Point Worship Template 2023’ is available [school directory link]. Feel free to use and adapt this when preparing for worship.
Jesus Story Book Bible: As well as physical copies of this kids’ Bible, we also have animated versions of each of the stories. See Rachelle for access to the DVD.
Saddleback Kids Videos: Consider using one of these short, animated Bible stories on YouTube. https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCEbM1vIWVubIANRR54YuS0g
Crossroads Kids’ Club Videos: Another great resource of short, easy to follow animated Bible stories on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLactllEFMk_I73tCXAAhZVmjHeUGZmx8k 
People resources: Pastors from our supporting congregations are more than willing to support you in leading worship. They can help by visiting your class to discuss your chosen character, or by sharing the message within your worship

Other people on staff you can go to if you need support particularly during the planning stage include [names of key staff]. Planning for worship can be a team effort! 










Things to keep in mind when planning worship…
*When planning for worship, please keep in mind that all worship services should run for approximately 20 minutes.
· The Pastors from our supporting congregations love being involved with our worship life here at Redeemer and this year to help build the relationship between Pastors and students all Friday Worship services will end with a blessing from a Pastor. [Name of worship coordinator] will communicate this with Pastors and notify classroom teachers of which Pastor it will be. Pastors will know to come forward for the blessing when they see the ‘God blesses us as we go’ slide on the screen. 
· Ensure all students within the class are given a role within the worship service that they are comfortable with. This does not need to be a speaking role. 
· Ensure you book the [worship space name] on PC Schools prior to your worship week so you are able to practise and prepare your students for the Friday worship. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk151634150]Make use of the back projector in the [worship space name] so that the students can read their speaking parts with their head held high. This will also ensure they speak with a clear voice. Try to avoid paper in front of faces.
· Liaise with [technical support person] so he can help out with your practices in the week leading up to your Worship. 
· Please ensure you save all files you need for your Worship in the following location:
 [school directory link]











Core components of Whole School Worship 
God Welcomes Us 
[image: Image result for holy cross clip art]This marks the official commencement of the service as God welcomes us to Worship Him. There are several options for wording:
· One option - God welcomes us here today. In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.
· Another option (spoken responsively) – 
In the name of the Father: Who sent us Jesus. 
In the name of the Son: Who died for us. 
And in the name of the Holy Spirit: Who helps us to live as God’s children. Amen
[image: Image result for church candles clip art]Candles are lit	
· Wording to use: ‘The candles are lit to remind us that Jesus is the light of the world and that the Holy Spirit is among us in this time of Worship’
We encourage you to light the candles before the Worship service begins or for those classes with older students you may organise for them to come forward and light them.
Guess Who?
Consider creative ways that you could reveal and explore your chosen biblical character. You may like to plan a skit, give some clues about who the character is and invite students in the ‘audience’ to guess, film a video of your students, show a YouTube video, or find another engaging way to explore your character. Feel free to be creative!
[image: Image result for bible clip art]Bible Readings
· Wording to use: ‘God speaks to us through His Word - the Bible’ 
There are many different ways you can share Bible stories/verses that connect with your chosen biblical character. Some suggestions include:
· Students reading directly from the Bible
· A dramatic reading with students reading different parts of the text
· A media presentation (e.g. video, Brick Testament photos, Lost Sheep series book)
· Acting out a Bible story (drama)
· A video (e.g. from the Jesus Story Book Bible collection)
[image: Image result for singing clip art]Songs
· Wording to use: ‘We sing to God’ 
Suggestions:
· Aim for two songs per worship.
· Not every song needs to have actions. Feel free to include ‘singing only’ songs, with lyrics on the screen, but no students leading the school with actions.
· If you do choose to have actions for songs, don’t feel compelled to have all of your students on stage leading every song. Some options to consider:
· Ask a small group from your class to lead the actions
· Ask a class who has already created actions for the song in a previous Worship to lead
· A liturgical dance could take place of a song
· Please provide clear instructions for students to stand or remain seated during songs. 
· E.g. ‘Please all stand as we sing our next song...’  
Prayer
· Wording to use: ‘God listens to us as we pray’ 
[image: Image result for prayer clip art]When preparing the prayers, you can choose what to pray for. Please keep in mind the following:
· Global issues – asking and thanksgiving
· School issues – asking and thanksgiving
· Connections to the main message that you are sharing about the ‘song of the week’ 
· You may choose to include the Lord’s Prayer after the general prayers
[image: Image result for lutheran pastor clip art]Blessing
· Wording to use: ‘God blesses us as we go’
· A Pastor will be organised to lead the blessing. The Spiritual Development Coordinator (name) will oversee this and let staff know who will be leading each week.
End of Worship
· Thank students, parents and visitors for joining in Worship
· Invite parents to stay for a coffee and fellowship
· Direct students to their teachers (as per wording on the template Power Point)

Staff devotions
Morning devotion as a staff will commence at 8.15am every day (Monday – Friday). You will be buddied up with another staff member and it will be your responsibility to collaboratively lead staff devotion Monday – Friday for your assigned week(s). 
· Monday: Song & Prayer
· Tuesday: Devotion & Prayer
· Wednesday: Devotion & Prayer
· Thursday: Prayer Groups
· Friday: Prayer following admin morning announcements
When preparing for the Tuesday and Wednesday devotions, you may choose to find/write a devotion that connects to the worship focus for that week; however, you are also completely free to share an unrelated devotion that is meaningful to you. You might share something that is on your heart, or simply find a devotion that offers comfort, inspiration, encouragement or hope to our staff team.  
Ideas for devotion:
If you are rostered on to lead devotion during an ‘even’ week, feel free to share the ‘[school newsletter] devotion’ for that week during the Tuesday or Wednesday devotion (contact [school administration staff] if you would like early access to the [school newsletter] devotion).
Consider using one of the Lutheran Church’s daily devotions or one of the free devotion videos from ‘The Fuel Cast’: 
LCA Daily Devotions:  https://www.lca.org.au/category/daily-devotion/ 
The Fuel Cast:  https://www.thefuelcast.com/library/  
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