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Introduction
Today we will be deliberately taking the time to individually reflect on our understanding of vocation, and how it applies to our daily lives. These personal reflections will form the basis for our staff bible studies during Term 3. Please write your name on this booklet and keep it for those studies.

The doctrine of vocation is grounded in the command from Jesus to love God and love our neighbour.
Jesus replied, "Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.' This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbour as yourself.' All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments."		(Matthew 22:37–40, NIV)

We also understand that the good work of loving our neighbour is not to gain favour with God, but because we have already received God's saving grace.
For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God—not the result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.		(Ephesians 2:8-10, NRSV)

It is from this that Luther concluded, "God does not need our good works but our neighbour does". Today's reflection will involve identifying who are your neighbours that need your good works.


Exercise #1 – Your gifts and abilities
"Christians recognise that God has given them gifts and abilities for service. These gifts are not simply for their own benefit or enjoyment, or to amass wealth and power for themselves, but for service to others. The recognition of these gifts and abilities, and the development of them, provide options for service to others." (Bartsch)

The parable of the talents is a classic example of using what you are given for the sake of someone else. The three servants were expected to put their master's wealth to work while he was away, giving him a profit upon his return.
Jesus said, "The kingdom of heaven will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his wealth to them. To one he gave five bags of gold, to another two bags, and to another one bag, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. The man who had received five bags of gold went at once and put his money to work and gained five bags more. So also, the one with two bags of gold gained two more. But the man who had received one bag went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money.
After a long time, the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them. The man who had received five bags of gold brought the other five. 'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted me with five bags of gold. See, I have gained five more.'
His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!'
The man with two bags of gold also came. 'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted me with two bags of gold; see, I have gained two more.'
His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!'
Then the man who had received one bag of gold came. 'Master,' he said, 'I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. So I was afraid and went out and hid your gold in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.'
His master replied, 'You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back with interest.
	(Matthew 25:14-27, NIV)

Think about the gifts and abilities that you have. They may be innate, or they may be something you are trained in. Either way, you are called to use them in service to others.
Your first task is to list your gifts and abilities, and the sort of people that you could serve with each of your gifts or abilities (there is lots of space because you are all very talented people).
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Exercise #2 – Your opportunities
"a person may at the same time have responsibilities as a husband or wife, a mother or father, a son or daughter, a sister or brother, an employee or employer, a member of a sporting club, a participant in a social club, a church youth group leader, a member of a congregational committee, and so on. These responsibilities may be paid employment or volunteer service and they will change from time to time." (Bartsch)

Vocation is not just about your special gifts and abilities, but about the opportunities that come your way. Who do you actually have a chance to serve in your day to day life? Think about the people with whom you cross paths in the different aspects of your life—home, church, workplace, & wider community.

This time the example from scripture is the story of the Good Samaritan. The Samaritan has a chance to serve his neighbour simply by being in the right place at the right time.
On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?"
"What is written in the Law?" he replied. "How do you read it?"
He answered, "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind'; and, 'Love your neighbour as yourself.'"
"You have answered correctly," Jesus replied. "Do this and you will live."
But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbour?"
In reply, Jesus said: "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho when he was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side.
So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan, as he travelled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. The next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. 'Look after him,' he said, 'and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.'
"Which of these three do you think was a neighbour to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?"
The expert in the law replied, "The one who had mercy on him."
Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise."	(Luke 10:25-37, NIV)

Notice that the Samaritan only helped within the limits of his resources. He couldn't personally tend to the injured man and see to his full recovery, but he did what he could to make that happen.

Your second task is to list all the people you would normally encounter in a week. You don't necessarily need to name individuals, and in some cases describing a whole group is appropriate.





























Exercise #3 – Your unique relationships
"We may struggle at times to love and serve the neighbour God has placed there for us to serve." (Bartsch)

Your list from exercise two may be frighteningly long, so how do we make sense of it all? We cannot give of our time, gifts, and abilities to absolutely everyone. It may be helpful to consider the uniqueness of your relationships with them. If you are not the only one to whom they are a neighbour, then perhaps it's not part of your vocation this time around. This is not meant to be the grounds for the excuse of 'someone else will do it'. This is about being realistic about how much you can do, and prioritising that. It's also about recognising the times when you're it, even when you don't particularly feel like it.

Ephesians 5:21 – 6:9 gives three examples of loving your neighbour in different relationships – as husband & wife, as parent & child, and as servant & master. From these three examples, we see that the way in which we love our neighbour differs depending on the relationship. Take the parent & child relationship:
Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. "Honour your father and mother"—which is the first commandment with a promise—"so that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth." Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.	(Ephesians 6:1-4, NIV)

Your final task is to identify the more unique relationships with those who might be your neighbour. The uniqueness may be due to your own gifts and abilities with which you can serve them, or simply the nature of the relationship itself. On the next two pages please describe some of those more unique relationships, and how they differ from your other neighbours.
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